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If you are an investigator or law enforcement officer and you need to visit
the riskier side of cyberspace, this is an introductory safety guide.

This guide aims to empower you with the knowledge and tools necessary
to minimize risks and protect your privacy.

● It provides good protection from malware and adtech, where most tracking happens.
● It will reduce tracking, but may not eliminate it entirely, especially when it comes to

server-side logging. These measures might not fully hide your digital footprint from
a determined adversary. For example, your ISP can still see that your IP visited certain
websites, and the services you access may recognize a digital fingerprint that matches
your browsing activity. Using a credit card would only further reveal your identity.

● It won't keep you safe if you access illegal content. The Feds will find you..

Device and Software Security
All of these suggestions are valuable for normal web safety

The Dedicated Device Approach:

● Separate Device for Adult Content: It's a good idea to use a
separate device that is not your work or primary personal device. By
keeping your adult content browsing separate, you reduce the risk of
exposing sensitive activities like online banking, email, or shopping to
potential security threats.



● Limit Installed Apps: On this secondary device, avoid installing
unnecessary apps or using it for critical tasks. This reduces the
damage if the device is compromised.

Camera and Microphone Control:

● Physical Barriers: Cover your webcam with a physical barrier when
not in use.

● Software Disablement: Disable your webcam and microphone in
your device settings. Disconnect or disable external webcams and
microphones as well.

● Mobile Precautions: Turn off camera and microphone access for
any browser or app used to view adult content.

Privacy-Focused Browser and Extensions:

● Browser Choice: Opt for browsers like Brave or Firefox that
prioritize privacy.

● Extensions: Enhance your privacy with extensions like uBlock
Origin or Privacy Badger to block trackers, ads, and malicious
scripts.

● Private Browsing: Always use "Incognito" or "Private Browsing"
mode to prevent your browsing history and data from being stored on
your device.

Anti-Malware and Real-Time Protection:

● Anti-Malware Software: Install and regularly update reputable
anti-malware software on your dedicated device.

● Real-Time Monitoring: Enable real-time protection to detect
suspicious activity as it happens.

The Power of VPNs:

● Encryption: A VPN encrypts your internet connection and masks
your IP address, adding a layer of anonymity.



● No-Log Policy: Select a VPN provider with a strict no-log policy to
ensure your browsing activity isn't tracked or stored. Reputable VPNs
include ExpressVPN, NordVPN, and Mullvad.

Navigating Adult Content
This advice applies to the normal web, not the dark web

The "Less is More" Approach to Personal Data:

● Stay Anonymous: Avoid creating accounts or sharing personal
information like your email address on adult sites.

● Beware of Phishing: Adult sites are prime targets for phishing
attacks. Be wary of any requests for personal information or financial
details.

Be Cautious with Downloads and Interactions:

● Avoid Downloads: Refrain from downloading content, especially
executable files or apps from adult sites, as they could contain hidden
malware or spyware.

● Block Pop-Ups and Ads: Use ad-blocking extensions and enable
pop-up blockers to reduce these risks. Adult sites are often riddled
with ads and pop-ups, which can lead to malware or phishing
attempts.

Encrypt Communications:

● Use Secure Messaging Apps: If you engage in video chats or
messaging, use apps with end-to-end encryption like Signal or
WhatsApp.

Stay Alert:

● Account Monitoring: Regularly review your online accounts for any
suspicious activity.



● Transaction Alerts: Set up alerts for logins or unexpected
transactions on financial accounts linked to your devices.

Data Hygiene:

● Clear Cookies and Cache: Regularly clear cookies and cache from
your browser to remove tracking mechanisms.

Safe Wi-Fi Practices:

● Public Wi-Fi Caution: Avoid accessing adult content on public Wi-Fi
networks. If you must, use a VPN.

Software Updates: Your First Line of Defense:

● Stay Updated: Keep your operating system, browser, and apps
updated to patch security vulnerabilities

Types of Risky Sites

Free Sites with Heavy Advertising

● Free content sites, such as free streaming or file-sharing platforms,
are often loaded with ads to sustain their business models. Sites like
Xvideos, Pornhub (Free), and Tube8 are notable examples, but the
risk extends far beyond adult content. Many free movie streaming
sites, sports streaming, and even casual gaming platforms frequently
rely on poorly regulated ad networks. These ads often include
malicious pop-ups, banners, or even auto-playing video ads that
serve as vectors for malware or spyware.

● Beyond malicious ads, these sites are infamous for phishing
attempts, social engineering schemes, and fake surveys designed to
trick users into providing personal information, downloading malicious
software, or falling for fraudulent "you've won" schemes.



Pirated and Torrent-Based Sites:

● Pirated content platforms, including sites for streaming or
downloading TV shows, movies, software, or games, present major
security risks. These sites are often run anonymously and lack any
real accountability. Operators focus on distributing unauthorized or
pirated content rather than ensuring a safe experience for users.
Downloadable files can be laden with malware, ransomware, or
spyware, sometimes even masquerading as legitimate software or
video files.

● Torrent-based platforms are equally risky because torrent files can
contain malicious payloads.

● Additionally, using these platforms exposes users to potential legal
consequences, as downloading or streaming unlicensed content is
illegal in many countries. This legal risk adds another layer of danger,
beyond the malware and privacy concerns.

Fake Content Sites

● The internet is filled with fake websites designed to deceive users into
thinking they are legitimate platforms for various content. Whether it’s
fake adult sites, fake streaming platforms, or fraudulent online
shops, these sites often share similar characteristics: they ask for
personal information, redirect users to phishing pages, or initiate
downloads of harmful software. Often, their URLs closely resemble
trusted brands, making it easy to confuse them with legitimate sites.

● Fake movie streaming sites may prompt users to sign up for a free
trial, only to charge their credit cards without permission or expose
their personal details to identity theft.

● Fake news or clickbait sites operate similarly, using shocking
headlines to lure users in before infecting them with malware or
subjecting them to relentless pop-up ads.

Unregulated Amateur Sites and ForumS



● User-generated content platforms, like unregulated amateur
forums or media sharing sites, pose considerable privacy and
security risks. These sites allow users to upload content without
adequate oversight, creating an environment ripe for malware
distribution. Hackers and malicious actors often embed harmful
code in downloadable media, disguised as harmless files or videos.

● Further, many of these sites engage in data collection without
informing users, tracking browsing activity, device data, and even
location. This information can be sold to third parties or exploited in
targeted attacks. Amateur photography sites, gaming mods sites, and
independent content-sharing platforms can all fall into this high-risk
category if they lack proper oversight and security protocols.

Clickbait and Ad-Heavy Sites

● Websites that rely on clickbait headlines or are ad-heavy in nature
often expose users to a myriad of threats, including malicious ads
(malvertising), misleading payment prompts, or phishing attempts.
Clickbait sites, which use sensational or misleading titles to attract
clicks, often lead users to suspicious links. These links might direct
users to scam pages that try to steal payment information or
encourage them to download malicious software under the guise of a
"necessary" update.

● News aggregation sites, celebrity gossip blogs, and "listicle" pages
are common offenders. Their reliance on numerous third-party ad
services—most of which are poorly monitored—provides ample
opportunity for attackers to insert malware or code into
advertisements.

More Red Flags

● Excessive Pop-ups: If a site bombards you with pop-up windows or
demands to turn off your ad blocker, it’s likely unsafe. These pop-ups
often redirect to harmful sites or trick users into clicking on
malware-infected links.



● Aggressive Sign-up Prompts: Be cautious of sites that push overly
aggressive sign-up requests or demand personal information upfront.
Legitimate platforms should not pressure users into signing up,
especially with offers that seem "too good to be true."

● Missing Contact Information: If a website provides no clear way to
contact support or the company behind it, it’s a major red flag.
Transparency is key to trustworthiness, and sites that hide this
information are often malicious.

● Lack of Transparency Around Data and Privacy: Sites that lack a
clear privacy policy or terms of service likely have little regard for user
privacy. Be wary of platforms that do not clearly outline how they
collect, store, and share your data.

Understanding Adult Site Risk

Well-Known Paid Platforms:

● Subscription Model: Platforms like Pornhub Premium, OnlyFans,
and Brazzers may have better security due to their reliance on
subscription revenue.

● Anonymous Accounts and Payments: Use a secondary,
anonymous email address and opt for prepaid or anonymous
payment methods if possible.

Reputable and Transparent Platforms:

● Ethical Practices: Sites like XConfessions by Erika Lust or Make
Love Not Porn emphasize transparency and ethical data handling.

● Security Features: Look for platforms offering two-factor
authentication (2FA) for enhanced account security.

Verified Content Creators:

● Platform Vetting: Platforms like OnlyFans and ManyVids prioritize
verified content creators and also provide an additional layer of



security. These platforms require content creators to verify their
identity, which helps ensure that the content comes from legitimate
sources, rather than spam or phishing schemes.

Additional Considerations

Safe Disposal of Devices: Before selling or disposing of a device used to
access risky content, ensure all data is securely wiped.

Emotional and Psychological Well-being: Be mindful of the potential
emotional and psychological impacts of viewing risky content. Seek help if
needed.

Legal and Ethical Awareness: Accessing or sharing illegal content, such
as child pornography, has severe legal consequences.

Final Thoughts

No Site is 100% Risk-Free: Even with precautions, online risks exist.
Remain vigilant and prioritize your safety.

Stay Informed: This guide is a starting point. Continuously educate
yourself about online safety and emerging threats.

Seek Help: If you encounter any issues or have concerns about your online
safety, don't hesitate to seek help from trusted resources or professionals.

By following these guidelines and exercising caution, you can navigate the
online adult content landscape more safely and responsibly.


